
LEVITICUS 
A holy God invites his people to live in his presence 

“Holy” is the word that sets God apart and above our attempts to 

enlist him in our wish-fulfillment fantasies or our utopian schemes for 
making our mark in the world. Holy means that God is alive on God’s 

terms, alive in a way that exceeds our experience and imagination. 

Because the core of all living is God, and God is a holy God, we 
require much teaching and long training for living in response to God as 

he is and not as we want him to be. The book of Leviticus is a narrative 
pause in the story of our ancestors as they are on their way, saved out of 

Egypt, to settle in the land of Canaan. It is a kind of extended time-out of 

instruction, a detailed and meticulous preparation for living “holy” in a 
culture that doesn’t have the faintest idea what “holy” is. 

The first thing that strikes us as we read Leviticus in this light is 
that this holy God is actually present with us and virtually every detail of 

our lives is affected by the presence of this holy God; nothing in us, our 

relationships, or environment is left out. The second thing is that God 
provides a way (the sacrifices and feasts and Sabbaths) to bring 

everything in and about us into his holy presence, transformed in the 
fiery blaze of the holy. 

from The Message, by Eugene Peterson

KEY PASSAGES 
Leviticus 16: Atonement 

Leviticus 26: Legal Matters

GENRE: PROSE DISCOURSE, LAW

The goat will carry on itself all their sins 
(Leviticus 16:22)
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KEY VERSE 
Speak to all the congregation of the people 

of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the 

LORD your God am holy. 

Leviticus 19:2

THE BIG STORY
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The Bible Project: Leviticus [video at thebibleproject.com] 
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