
 

 

  

 

 
 

Weekly Group Questions & Practices 

The following questions and practices are provided as a menu for you to select from; unless 

your group loves truly lengthy discussions, please don’t try to do everything here! Choose the 

questions and activities that best suit your group and timeframe.  
 

Change: Stories that change the world and your heart. 

Date: July 11, 2021 
Sermon: Change: Can’t Get There From Here 
Passage: Luke 14:25-33 

 

Discuss: 
 

1. Have you ever built something? What lesson(s) did you learn doing that? 
2. What does Jesus mean ‘hate your…wife and children…’? What point is he so strongly 

making by using the word ‘hate'? 
3. Explain how offensive ‘carry your cross’ would have sounded to the Roman-occupied 

Jews of Jesus’ time. What about ‘carrying your cross’ doesn’t sit well with you? Is there 
any good news attached to it? 

4. What “terms of peace” are available to a king with 10 000 troops who is facing a stronger 
king with 20 000 troops? How does the concept of ‘surrender’ sit with you? 

5. The word ‘disciple' appears more than any other significant word in the passage. How do 
these stories change what you thought about being a disciple? What’s your response? Are 
you walking away, reconsidering, or going all-in? 

 
Soul Training: Writing a Letter to God 
 
No one is past redemption. All of us have the chance, no matter what we have done or where 
we have been, to change our minds, hearts, and behavior, and to follow the wisest and most 
loving teacher who ever walked this earth. Each day, Jesus says to each of us, “Come, follow 
me.” If we say yes, we can be sure that a good and beautiful day awaits us. 
 
Practice 
Write a letter to God that begins with “Dear God, the life I want most for myself is …” The rest 
of the letter will complete this opening statement (or prayer). What would a good and beautiful 
life look like for you? Feel free to dream big. Let God in on your greatest hopes. 
 
Extra practice 
Ask a co-worker or neighbor what their biggest hopes are for the next year. Ask to pray for 
them. Email, call, or send a card of encouragement to someone you went to college with or 
grew up with – when dreams for the future seemed to come so much easier! 
 
 


